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Perfect devastation

Author’s storm tale brings [lood
of memories for South Shore

By Alice C. Coyle
SIAIT WRITER

When Schastian Junger began
work on “The Perlect Storm™ four
years o, he had no idea it would
even make the New York Times
Hest Seller list — fet alone hold the
tap spot for more than a year. When
Tonger's thiilling, tragic and very
e story el o number two below
the comtroversial Starr Report a lew
weeks backs the author was more

amused i disappointed.

I any thing was going to knock it
down, T thought it was preity funny
that it was the Stare Report.”™ Junger
sand i atelephone nterview from
his home in New York City,

A Belmont native, who summercd
on the Cape, Junger was living in
Gloucester when the devastaling
“no name” storm of October 1991
cange ashore. Junger saw first hand

the erushing blow the October hu
neime — actually the combination
ol three storm systems, imchuding
the remnants of Humicane Grawe —
dealt to homes and businesses in the
seaside town.

Up and down the coast the stormn
wieaked havoe, surprising (orecast-
ers ancd residents by hath it dura
tion and feroeity.  In Scituate, the
South Shore community hardest hit
by the storm. Junger’s book pro
vides perspeetive,
comjuring ap o ood of personal
memories  about  the horble
Halloween hurmicane of 1991 andl
the damage it did Jocally. While no
lives were Tost on the South Shore,
the storm hit the coastal communi
ties of Hull, Marshlickl  and
Scitwate hard, Overall damage esti-
mutes in Scituate alone, topped
$100 million

On the North Shore, Junger was

anather while

wirking as a
clhimber oy a
hee semoval
compan y

aml

lrying
his: hand ot
free-lance
witing
the days
muonths ol
lowing  the
when
he decided

to ke on

storm

bigeer wiil-
mg prasgedt
gl il
heen thinking abaut writing @ hook
ondangerous jobs,” siid Jung

whe haad i birds eye view ol one of

the country’s most hazindous. pro-
fessions daily, focused on fisher-
men — specifically the six-man
vrew ol the ill-fated Andiea Gail

On ils way back from a late scason
fishing trip to the Grand Banks, the
12-foot-long swordfish hoat was
caught in the center of the unnamed
storm and sunk with all hands on
board

And the Andrea Gail wasn't the
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More than 100 waterfront homes were damaged or destroyed during the “no name” storm of 1881,

only vessel losing its banle in the
storm's fury.  Junger retells the
story of  the  Air - Natonal
Guardsmen who risked their lives
to save others and wound up flight
g for their own alter having 10
iteh” their helicopter in the raging
ocean.  The story of the crew
aboard the sail boat Sanon, rescued
during the height of the storm s
als told in “The Perfeet Stonm.”
By interviewing [ishermen, ihe
family members and friends ot
Andrea Gail's crew., and others who
wealhered the storm and survived.
Junger was able to introduce read-
crs to those at the heart of the story,
reinforcing the fact that they are
real people, not simply characters in
a book. Through these interviews,
Junger brings a personal ouch 1o
the re-telling of this 3
Aceurate facts were important in
recreating the story. And through
three years of rescarch — working
with expents in all facets ol the
boating and fishing industry and
meteornlogists. Junger was able o
provide the intricate details thi
give both the author and his it
novel credibility. [t also makes for
fascinating reading,
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Author’s storm tale brings flood of memories

inland. I think 78 taught us a
good lesson in preparedness,” Scott
noted.

Hatherly and Glades Roads were

washed out and impassable, as was
Oceanside Drive and several other
roadways, On Surfside Road a sec-
tion of seawall succumbed leaving
homes exposed to the waves” wrath, -
Homes that were not toppled ofl
foundations, were buried in the
“overwash™ — sand. boulders and
rocks tossed over seawalls by tides
that ran at 18 feet. In all, more than
100 homes were damaged or
destroyed in the no-name storm,
- Boats were the other big casualty
during the storm. More than 104
vessels, many recreational, were
still moored in the harbor. despite
the time of year. By the time the
storm receded, several vessels had
been tossed up on the beaches like
toy boats. Some sank, and still oth-
ers moored together in the harbor
were  smashed  into  bits,
Harbormaster Elmer Pooler report-
ed that 28 vessels came ashore, six
boats sank and the Mill Wharf
Marina floated off its pilings. and
landed beside the harbormasters
office on Cole Parkway with 25
boats tied to it.

“One boat was tossed right on top
of the Coast Guard Station Pier. We
had never seen that before.” Pooler
said.

Assistant  Harbormaster  Mark
Patterson was like Pooler. trapped
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Hatherly Road near Scituate’s Misquashicut Pond was impassable to all but fourwheel drive vehicles following the Oct. 30-31 Nor'easter.

sailor Bernard MacKenzie and the
crew that sails with him aboard his
33-foot Friendship Sloop Voyager
put “The Perfect Storm™ at the top
of their summer reading list this
year.

Continued from page 2

If 16 months on the best sellers list
sn't impressive enough for his first
ime out, Junger's book is now
wing made into a movie. Junger is
onsulting  with = But what has sur-
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Marer Bros. on “Boats in the prised Junger is the
he sereen play lor enormous interest in

he upeoming film harbor were iust the book from all over
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hannel  recently i 5 thought starting out
ired anhour-fong were dmghles that this book would

levision program E S o Jiinse
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notes
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Scituate’s Department
ol Public Works just
le involved finished the book. Like others who

I-nlu‘|lmcu. hv.llcriﬂ\nnd residents surveyed the storm’s damage from
rom all aver coastal Massachuselts . cqagiline, Scott said after read-

s Tived trough the storin were ing about the fate of the Andrea
rawn o the book immediately Gail. he was taken by its lury at sea
ong fime Scitwate resident and TR e and others in Seitu

iews with the peo-

Seawalls were leveled during the storm, leaving dozens of homes exposed to
the full fury of the ocean. '

the hook  brongit lh.u NO-NAME iy (he Harbormaster's office during
storm back into focus, Friday marks 110 siom. Four feet of water hail
s seventh annversary and while  yea Cole Parkway into a riser
countless other norcasters ha and all the harhormasters could dJo
Blown into town before and sine Was wait it out the

the 1991 <torm o <lorm Bouats in
stands out, Through three years of the harbor  were
“What s

research — working  Just pulverised.”

prised us was the : . recalled Patierson
severity ol the with experts in all “There were
storm.” recalled . dinghics iTving
scon. Atier e facets of the boating through the

storm surge sub- and ﬁshing indusiry Boat. marina amd
sided and  the pier damages

final high ticde on and mEteomlogiStsr totaled nearly 83
Oct. 3 cerept ju"ggr was able to million, Poater

back out, $1.6 ¥ said.

million in dam- |Ir0\f|d£‘ the Fortunately, no
SR "LI‘IL‘I" intricate details that  onc in Scitwaie <l
cansed I« © . fered the fate ol the
own's public  give both the author ) oser fisher.
I:|L:I[ll|c< — and his first novel men. Asa new sea-
including  sea- i son of nor’easters
walls and roads. credlbllrty. gels  underway.
Scolt . said Junger’s book may
Recalling  the serve as the most

everal of the more than 100 boats still moored In Scituate Harbor were tossed ashore some landing on nearby homes, tluv;lsl:!lifm of the Blizzard of "78, polent storm waming to those on
most residents closest to the water a4 and sea.
didn’t ‘wait to evacuate and move ‘2 e
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